REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FEBRUARY 07, 2017
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on February 07, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in The Voice, a newspaper published and of general circulation in the Village.  The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Tony Schuler presided and Village Clerk/Treasurer Janine Schmidt, recorded the proceedings. Chairman Schuler directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted in the back of the room on the west wall for the public’s review.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The following Board Members were present: Tony Schuler, Kim Brost and Paul Adams.   Absent:  Josh Hopkins, Bill Schmidt.   Also in attendance was Adam Hoesing, Village Counsel.
Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Adams, that:

1. The absence of Board Member Schmidt and Board Member Hopkins be approved.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt. 

The order of the agenda was approved.

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost, that:
1. The Minutes of the January 10, 2017 Regular Meeting be approved.

YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.


Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Chairman Schuler, that:

1. The Treasurer’s Report be approved.

YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.
Board Chairman Schuler asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none.  Board Chairman Schuler asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were none.

There was no one present to report on the Morrill Public Schools Monthly Communication.

There was no on present to report on the Leadership Group.

Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Adams, to:

1.  Open the Public Hearing on the 1 & 6 Year Plan.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

At 7:05 p.m. the Public Hearing Opened and discussion was held regarding the 1 & 6 Year plan with Don Dye from M.C. Schaff.  Board Chairman Schuler discussed the Village needing the replace water mains in town due to the age and the fact that the Village had 3 major breaks in one weekend.  Chairman Schuler suggested that while replacing the water mains doesn’t fall into the 1 & 6 Year plan, we could work on the streets at the same time when we replace the main.  It was discussed about moving the Street Project from Madison to Charles to the 1 Year plan from the 6 Year plan.  Don Dye also suggested that if we replace the water mains that it would be in the best interest to upgrade from a 4” main to a 6” main.  If the Village decides to upgrade to a 6” line Don suggested starting working on the plans soon because we would need to submit this to Health and Human Services for their approval and that generally takes up to 60 days.  No further discussion was held and no public input was given.
Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Adams, to:

1. Close the Public Hearing on the 1 & 6 Year Plan.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

The public hearing was closed at 7:12 p.m.

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost, to:
1. Approve the 1 & 6 Year plan with the Storm Sewer project in the 1 Year plan and with the addition of M-432 (54) Madison Avenue from Charles Street to Hamilton into the 1 Year plan as well.

Resolution 17-01

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:


At the regular meeting of the Village Board of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska, held in the American Legion Hall on February 7th, 2017, a hearing was held on the One (1) and Six (6) Year Street Improvement Program at 7:30 P.M., as advertised.  Following a discussion by the Village Board and citizens present, a motion was made to adopt the One (1) and Six (6) Year Street Improvement Program for the calendar year 2017.  Roll call vote brought:
“Yeas, 3”; Nays, 0”.  Motion carried.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska, do hereby certify that the above is a true and certified copy of action passed on February 7th, 2017, and I officially affix my signature and the seal of said Village on this 7th day of February, 2017.







___________________________________







Janine Schmidt, Village Clerk







___________________________________







Chairman, Village Board


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.
Chairman Schuler briefly discussed the Ambulance Billing Fee Schedule for 2017.  This item will be tabled until the Village Board can meet with the Rural Board to make a joint decision.

The Electrical Department is currently still working on getting bids for the new digger truck and they are waiting for responses.  This item will be tabled until the March meeting.

Clerk Schmidt discussed a Resolution to change the Employee Handbook Weather Policy and Retirement Plan.  Board Member Adams suggested that in the Weather Policy to reword the first paragraph starting at “If the employee chooses not to work, one of the following options shall be available for the employee:  vacation leave, or with the approval of the Village Clerk-Treasurer, make up the time during that current 40 hour work week” to say “If the employee chooses not to work the employee may use accumulated vacation.”  Chairman Schuler suggested that in the Retirement Plan section to reword it from “The non-contract rates are Employer = 3% and Employee = 5%” to say “The non-contract contribution rate for the Employer is up to a 3% match.”

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost, that:

1. Resolution amending the Employee Handbook be approved with the above mentioned changes.

RESOLUTION NO. 17-03

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Chairperson AND board of trustees of the Village of Morrill, NEBRASKA (the “Village”):


1.
Ordinance No. D314 of the Village Code or Ordinances provides for the adoption and revision of an Employee Handbook by ordinance or resolution of the Village Board of Trustees.


2.
It is advisable to amend the Employee Handbook at this time, to address the contribution rate of employee retirement plans, and employee leave of absence and pay in weather related emergencies and closures.


3.
Accordingly, the Employee Handbook, adopted May 10, 2016, is hereby amended with this Resolution as follows, which amendments are fully included in the attached Exhibit A.



I.
Section 6, paragraph “Pension Plan,” of the Employee Handbook is amended to change the non-contract contribution rates of the Employer to 3%, as set forth in Exhibit A.



II.
Section 4 is amended to include a paragraph for “Severe Weather Leave,” providing for leave of absence and pay in weather related emergencies and closures, as set forth in Exhibit A.

This resolution adopted this 7th day of February, 2017.

Passed and approved on February 7, 2017.

_____________________________

John T. Schuler, Chairperson

ATTEST:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________

Village Clerk/Treasurer


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.
Clerk Schmidt introduced an Ordinance concerning snow removal and maintenance: providing for the removal of vehicles parked in emergency snow routes; providing for repeal of conflicting ordinances and resolutions; and providing for an effective date of the ordinance.  Clerk Schmidt said currently the Village does not really have anything that states what the plan is for snow removal.  
Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Chairman Schuler, to:

1. Suspend 3 Readings of the Ordinance Concerning Snow Removal and Maintenance.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

Gerald Ritz asked a question regarding if the Village had an Ordinance for snow removal for sidewalks.  Clerk Schmidt informed him that we do have an ordinance and that the ordinance states the sidewalks must be cleared 24 hours after the snow has stopped.  Mr. Ritz was concerned that this ordinance was not being enforced.  Clerk Schmidt asked Mr. Ritz to please call the Village Office if he sees any violations of this ordinance.  
Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Adams, that:

1. The Ordinance Concerning Snow Removal and Maintenance be adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. D320

An Ordinance of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska (THE “VILLAGE”) AMENDING SECTION 72.15 OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING SNOW REMOVAL AND MAINTENANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE REMOVAL OF VEHICLES PARKED IN EMERGENCY SNOW ROUTES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.


Be it ordained by the Chairman of the Board of trustees and the board of trustees of the village of morrill, NebraskA:


1.
Section 72.15 of the Village Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows:


“§ 72.15 Snow Removal; Maintenance; and Emergency Snow Routes
(A)  The Village Board of Trustees shall by Resolution designate streets or portions of streets within the Village to be designated as emergency snow routes.  A designation of any street or portion of street as a snow emergency route shall in no way affect designation of that street or portion of street for any other purpose.

(B)   It shall be unlawful for any person to park and leave any vehicle stranded or parked on any emergency snow route during a designated snow emergency, as determined on the basis of falling snow, accumulated snow, or freezing rain, until the snow has been removed from such street or portion of street.  Any vehicle parked or stranded in an emergency snow route during a designated snow emergency may be impounded by the Village at the vehicle owner’s expense.  The vehicle may be retrieved from the Village impound upon payment of towing expenses by the vehicle owner.  In addition, any vehicles not moved from the emergency snow routes may have snow plowed up against the vehicle and it will it will be the sole responsibility of the vehicle owner to have the snow removed from the vehicles.

(C)  All streets designated as an emergency snow route during designated snow emergencies shall be clearly marked by appropriate signs which indicate the restriction provided for in this section.

(D)   The Chairperson of the Village Board of Trustees, or if unavailable the Vice Chairperson of the Village Board of Trustees, shall have authority to declare a snow emergency when the accumulation of snow or freezing rain warrants such declaration.

2.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed.

3.
This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage, approval and publication according to law.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PASSED AND APPROVED on February 7, 2017.








_________________________________








John T. Schuler, Chairperson

ATTEST:

________________________________

Village Clerk     (Seal)


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

Clerk Schmidt introduced a resolution which clarified all the emergency snow routes.  Chairman Schuler read the snow routes aloud.  

Moved by Chairman Schuler, seconded by Board Member Brost, that:

1. The Resolution for Emergency Snow Routes be adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 17-02

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Chairperson AND board of trustees of the Village of Morrill, NEBRASKA (the “Village”):

1.  The following streets within the Village are hereby designated as emergency snow routes according to Section 72.15 of the Village Code of Ordinances.  Appropriate signs or other traffic control devices shall be installed indicating the existence of such snow emergency routes.

(A) Nebraska Highway 26 within the corporate limits of the Village

(B) Center Avenue from Railroad Street to Charles Street

(C) Charles Street from Center Avenue to Jefferson Avenue

(D) Madison Avenue from Charles Avenue to Hamilton Street

(E) Hamilton Street from Center Avenue to Madison Avenue

(F) Jirdon Avenue from Hamilton Street to McKinley Street

(G) Hamilton Street from Jirdon Avenue to Walsh Avenue

(H) County Road from Nebraska Highway 26 to Charles Street


2.
Upon the designation of a designated snow emergency by the Chairperson, or Vice Chairperson if the Chairperson is unavailable, no parking shall be allowed on the emergency snow routes designated above until snow has been cleared or removed from such streets.

This resolution adopted this 7th day of February, 2017.

Passed and approved on February 7, 2017.

_____________________________

John T. Schuler, Chairperson

ATTEST:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________

Village Clerk/Treasurer

YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Adams, that:

1. Police Department Eyewitness Identification Policy be approved.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

An opportunity for public comment was then provided. Several topics were discussed.  Pete Cawiezel asked when the Library would have the water restored.  His concern is that they would have to cancel the After School Program if it is not restored soon.  Clerk Schmidt will talk to Tim Cleays in the morning and email Pete with an estimated completion.  Virgil Ritz expressed his concern that Dollar General may be coming to Morrill and requests that the Planning Commission and the Village Board would vote this down.  Mr. Ritz expressed concern that the grocery store would go out of business because Morrill cannot support two of the same stores.  Paul Adams asked Officer Youngquist how the nuisance property enforcement was coming along.  Officer Youngquist reported that he is not as involved with this as Chief Muller.  Paul asked Attorney Hoesing if we can change the processes to make them move more swiftly.  Adam explained to Paul how the process works.  Paul asked if we could just go in and clean up the property and bill the owner.  Adam explained to Paul that we would not be able to force someone to pay and even if we put a lien on the property we wouldn’t probably ever get paid.  Gerald Ritz asked the board if they approved of Dollar General coming into Morrill.  Chairman Schuler reported that at this time he can see both positives and negatives.  Mr. Ritz asked again that we deny the store from coming into town.  Attorney Hoesing explained that at this point nothing has been brought to the Village so therefore there is nothing we can vote on.  Randall Ritz reported that Chris told him that he had the best January ever so he must be doing something right.  Lloyd Bairn reported that the manager of the Dollar General in Mitchell is concerned about a store opening up in Morrill because most of the business comes from Morrill.  Lloyd also reported that Affiliated Foods has also put into their contracts that they will not deliver unless the order is $20,000.00 and that the grocery store in Morrill cannot afford to have that much inventory on hand.  Suzanne Vanderklish hopes the Board would be against allowing Dollar General to come to Morrill.  Paul Adams congratulated Clerk Schmidt on another scholarship she was awarded and commended her on wanting to attend the trainings to continue to learn.  
Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost, that:

1.  The bills for January 2017 be approved as listed:
	
	
	

	21st Century
	Bearings for Fairway Mower
	$59.94

	Action Communications, Inc.
	Pagers for Fire / Email for Office
	$83.16

	Action Communications, Inc.
	Radio for Fire - Rural Fire to Reimburse
	$2,911.78

	Action Communications, Inc.
	Batteries for Fire Radios
	$125.00

	Action Communications, Inc.
	Pushbutton Switch in Vehicle
	$51.95

	Amazon.Com Credit
	Books
	$724.17

	BARCO Municipal Products Inc.
	Sweeper Broom
	$478.84

	Black Hills Energy
	Natural Gas Service
	$2,403.38

	Black Hills Energy
	Natural Gas - Parks Shop
	$251.59

	Black Hills Energy
	Natural Gas - Pool
	$30.99

	Bluff's Sanitary Supply, Inc.
	Trash Bags, Toilet Paper, Cleaners
	$183.35

	Center Point Large Print
	Book for Library
	$31.08

	Centurylink Communications Inc
	Water Tower Phone
	$50.82

	Charter Communications - Police
	Phone Service Police Department
	$79.98

	Charter Communications - Village Office
	Office Phone/Internet Service
	$179.96

	Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct.
	Fire Phone/Internet
	$99.98

	Charter Communications - Library Acct
	Library Phone Service
	$79.98

	Charter Communications - Pool Account
	Phone - Pool
	$10.00

	Charter Communications - Golf Course
	Golf Course Phone/TV Service
	$105.31

	Classic Car Wash
	Car Wash Tokens
	$100.00

	Clifton J Muller
	Reimbursement for Postage
	$10.39

	Colonial Life
	Employee Supplemental Insurance
	$360.50

	Connecting Point
	Library Computer Repair
	$95.00

	Contractors Materials, Inc.
	Gas Saw
	$975.00

	Culligan Water Conditioning
	Water Delivery & Cooler Rental
	$72.50

	Dearborn National Insurance Company
	Life Insurance - VFD
	$75.68

	Department of Treasury
	941 Tax Refund Reversal
	$207.28

	Elizabeth Henderson
	ASP Walkers - Library
	$20.00

	Farwest Line Specialties, LLC.
	Electrical Crew Boots
	$515.66

	Farwest Line Specialties, LLC.
	Electrical Uniforms
	$78.08

	Galls Incorporated
	Police Uniforms
	$152.94

	Galls Incorporated
	Police Uniforms
	$10.20

	Gardner, Loutzenhiser & Ryan, P.C.
	2015-2016 Audit Preparation
	$10,000.00

	Heigel's Field Service
	Hydraulic Hose Repairs Loader
	$252.50

	Heigel's Field Service
	Backhoe Labor for Repairs/Service
	$1,715.00

	Home Depot Credit Services
	Blinds for Office
	$92.00

	Horse Creek Tire
	Snow Plow Labor & Rewiring
	$161.90

	Horse Creek Tire
	Police Front Brake Pads
	$148.93

	Horse Creek Tire
	Snow Plow Tube/Tire Repair
	$138.09

	Ideal Linen Supply
	Mats, Mops, Supplies
	$29.17

	Ideal Linen Supply
	Mats, Mops, Supplies
	$59.38

	Inland Truck Parts Company
	Harness for Bucket Truck
	$1,354.88

	Inland Truck Parts Company
	Bucket Truck Repairs
	$234.59

	Intralinks, Inc.
	Laptop Cleanup
	$142.50

	Irby Company
	Load Break Cutouts
	$408.29

	Irby Company
	Shirts
	$215.69

	Irby Company
	Electric Uniform
	$25.32

	Irby Company
	Electrical Uniforms
	$71.74

	Janine Schmidt
	Mileage to Meetings
	$64.09

	Joe Best
	Refund on Account
	$455.23

	Kembel Sand & Gravel Company
	Sand for Streets
	$735.70

	Kembel Sand & Gravel Company
	Sand for Streets
	$226.40

	Kembel Sand & Gravel Company
	Sand for Streets
	$65.00

	Kira Stauffer
	ASP Walkers - Library
	$20.00

	Leithead's Appliance Center
	Ice Maker Repair Parts
	$99.00

	M.E.A.N.
	Electrical Distribution December 2016
	$81,551.03

	Mobius Communications Company
	Golf Course Security
	$35.00

	MoneyWi$e Office Supply
	Stapler - Police
	$23.10

	Morrill American Legion
	February Rent
	$100.00

	Morrill American Legion
	January 2017 Meeting Rent
	$100.00

	Morrill Hardware
	Supplies
	$205.89

	Morrill Rotary Club
	Rotary Dues
	$135.50

	Morrill Supply
	Supplies
	$146.76

	Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska
	4" Macro Couplings
	$1,183.71

	NMC Exchange LLC
	O Ring for Backhoe
	$25.89

	NMC Exchange LLC
	Gage for Backhoe
	$101.29

	NMC Exchange LLC
	Plugs & Pipe Assy Loader
	$119.76

	NMC Exchange LLC
	Hose Assembly for Loader
	$92.91

	NMC Exchange LLC
	Grommet/Seal for Loader
	$44.77

	Nate James
	Mileage to MEAN Mtg January 2017
	$243.96

	Nebraska Municipal Power Pool
	Software Upgrades
	$2,850.00

	Nebraska Municipal Power Pool
	Billing Notices, Envelopes
	$242.14

	Nebraska Municipal Power Pool
	Final Payment Elect Rate Study
	$1,450.00

	Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.
	Pipe and Fittings for Leaks and Stock
	$2,893.20

	Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.
	Fittings for Water Leaks
	$289.61

	Off Broadway Business Products
	Paper
	$37.50

	Off Broadway Business Products
	Toner Cartridge - Police
	$42.29

	Off Broadway Business Products
	Legal Paper
	$59.40

	One Call Concepts, Inc.
	Diggers Hotline Locates
	$13.26

	Panhandle Partnership
	Planning & Zoning Conference
	$30.00

	PoliceOne.Com / Praetorian Digital
	Annual Billing Online Police Training
	$375.00

	Print Works
	Service Upgrade Forms Electrical Dept
	$68.00

	RCI
	Administrative Fee
	$75.00

	Scotts Bluff County Consolidated Comm.
	Annual Fee Golf Course Alarm System
	$170.00

	Spic & Span Cleaners
	Ice Melt Bags
	$3,234.00

	Torrington Disposal Service
	Sandpit Trash Pickup
	$50.00

	Torrington Disposal Service
	Trash Pickup Residents
	$10,983.80

	Verizon Wireless
	Wireless - Electrical Dept.
	$143.29

	Village of Morrill
	Flex Spending Account
	$4,000.00

	Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct
	Caleb Schmidt Credit Card Deposit
	$200.00

	Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct
	Credit Card Transfer Deposit
	$200.00

	Visa
	Postage
	$209.00

	Vision Care Direct
	Vision Insurance
	$202.74

	Voice News
	Publication of Notices, Minutes
	$342.24

	Western Sugar
	Truck Bed Liner - Dump Truck
	$162.00

	Wyoming Child Support Enforcement
	ID 185715 - Child Support
	$149.07

	Wyoming Child Support Enforcement
	Child Support
	$149.07

	Zoe Hoff
	ASP Walkers - Library
	$20.00

	
	Payroll 1/13/17
	20473.82

	
	941 Taxes 1/13/17
	6629.52

	
	Payroll 1/27/17
	21091.02

	
	941 Taxes 1/27/17
	6836.36



YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost that:

1.  The meeting adjourn.


YEAS: Schuler, Brost, Adams.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Hopkins, Schmidt.

The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

/s/ Janine Schmidt



/s/ John A. Schuler

Janine Schmidt




John (Tony) A Schuler

Village Clerk/Treasurer



Chairman, Board of Trustees













